probably a commerce destroyer, by the Queen Elizabeth. Two hundred
men were landed at Leith. An account of this appeared in an Edin-
burgh paper and was at once suppressed, as it was hoped that the
Germans would not know the fate of their ship.
Mar. 4. There came a cable from the U.S,A. asking that Von der
Goltz* should be sent over as a witness in a criminal case against
two German Consuls, one of them Krupp's agent in America. Their
crimes had been discovered by Von der Goltz's statement, which I
had conveyed to the American State Department through the American
Embassy in London.
On the whole, the atmosphere in official London is cheerful about
all the theatres of war except Mesopotamia.
Mar. 5. Only one German ship appears to have been sunk in the
North Sea, and the Carmania (auxiliary cruiser) was sunk by the
Germans. We only just missed sinking the commerce destroyer
Moewe through fog.
Mar 7. I heard from Captain Hall that the German officers in the
Turkish army are being recalled for their own safety, and also that
Greece now wishes to join us.
I had Von der Goltz up from Lewes prison and arranged for him
to go to New York to give evidence in support of his written state-
ment. This he was willing to do if he were guaranteed against prose-
cution and protection were promised him against the Germans.
One of our secret service men came to see me about getting a man
through Denmark into Germany. He showed how active and good
our secret service had been; how they knew the whereabouts of every
German unit. He said that they had been much worried at having
lost one of the German divisions for three weeks. It had been in
Serbia, and a very good division had been taken from Ypres to
Verdun; that another division from Antwerp had taken the place of
those at Ypres and that the lost Serbian division was filling up the
gap at Antwerp. They were wretched troops in a wretched state. This
same man said that the Russian line was thinly held and that he did
not think that the Germans could afford to take away any more
troops from that front. Further, there had been serious riots in
Germany, especially in Cologne and in Schleswig-Holstein.
* See Jan. 6, Jan. 31 and Feb. 8, 1916.